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Editorial: 
Welcome to the last edition of ACE Info in 2008, which we hope you will find informative and engaging.  It has been a busy and productive year for the ACE-CAE in which it successfully ran its first major European Conference on the topic of “Designing the Future: The Market and Quality of Life”.  The themes of that Conference turned out to be prophetic as we saw the collapse of world financial and banking systems in the autumn, a clear signal that “The Market” cannot be left to its own devices in order to solve the woes of the world and its peoples.  The Proceedings of the Conference have recently been published in book form and copies can be ordered from the Secretariat of the ACE-CAE for the price of €6.00 plus postage and packing costs.
Another significant development that is reported below, is the adoption, on the 20th November last, of Conclusions of the Contribution of Architecture to Sustainable Development by the Ministers of Culture of all 27 Member States of the Union, Accession Countries and Guest Countries.  The adoption of the document was enthusiastically received by the Commissioner responsible for Culture, Jan Figel and by many Ministers from Member States.  The ACE-CAE was able to contribute significantly to the text and it can now look forward to building on its provisions as it looks to the future.
Moreover a few days later, on the 25th November, the EU Ministers in charge of Urban Development adopted a Declaration during an Informal Ministerial in Marseilles, which makes a cross-reference to these Conclusions.  Of particular interest for the ACE also, and potentially promising for the policy of the ACE notably for the promotion of quality indicators, is the annexe to the Declaration that is about a reference framework for the implementation of the Leipzig Charter on Sustainable European Cities. 
2009 will be another important for the EU as the European Parliamentary elections are scheduled for June and a new Commission will be appointed in the autumn.  In preparation for these events, the ACE-CAE is already working on a series of Political Recommendations that it will promote to the newly formed Parliament and Commission.  Much has been achieved, but there is much more to do!
Finally, we wish all our readers a happy and prosperous New Year 2009! 

This edition is also available in French.
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 Core Issues


Council Conclusions on the Contribution of Architecture to Sustainable Development
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The European Council (Culture formation) unanimously adopted, in formal session on the 20th November last, Conclusions on the Contribution of Architecture to Sustainable Development in which architecture and architectural quality feature highly.  This document was a result of intensive work by the French Presidency and of several key actors including the European Forum for Architectural Policies (EFAP) and the ACE-CAE.  It fully recognises the specific features of architecture as an essential building block of prosperity and cultural identity and notes the significant contribution that it can make to face the challenges that are presenting themselves to modern society.  It calls on all member States and on the Commission to ensure that, among other things, the contribution of architecture is taken into account in all policies that affect the built environment.
Significantly, it also calls for the allocation of resources in order to increase the specific knowledge of policy makers of the architectural profession through various measures, including the gathering of statistical information on the profession.  This is interesting for the ACE-CAE as it has just finished the first ever Europe-wide study of the architectural profession, a study that it is hoped will be published in early 2009.  The ambition of the ACE-CAE is that its study will lead to the setting up of an observatory of the profession that will evolve over time and become the basis on which new policies and actions are built.  The final text of the Conclusions in all languages of the EU can be downloaded at:
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:319:0013:0014:EN:PDF
Ministerial Declaration on Urban Development
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During a series of Ministerial meetings that took place in Marseilles, France from the 24th to the 26th November last, a Ministerial Declaration on Urban Development was adopted.  The ACE-CAE, in close collaboration with the European Forum for Architectural Policies (EFAP) had been involved in contributing to the final form of the Declaration.  This involvement arose notably because a crucial element of the Declaration is the annexe which contains a reference framework for the implementation of the Leipzig Charter on Sustainable European Cities, which was adopted by the same Ministers during the German Presidency, on 24th May 2007, a document to which the EFAP and the ACE-CAE made significant contributions.  The Declaration also includes a direct reference to the Council Conclusions reported on above and thus recognises the contribution of architecture to the quality of the urban environment.  The document also contains reference to the significance of addressing the challenges of climate change and of doing so by promoting sustainable and energy efficient approaches to the design of new buildings and the renovation and upgrading of existing buildings.
In relation to the Reference Framework, the French Government committed to lead this work over the next 18 months at least and it accepts the principle that it should be assisted by relevant stakeholders including professional bodies.  It is therefore expected that the ACE-CAE and the EFAP will find ample opportunity to contribute to the actual implementation of the principles set out in the Leipzig Charter.  The final text of the Declaration with its Annexes can be requested from the Secretariat of the ACE-CAE at:
info@ace-cae.eu 

Energy Efficiency of Buildings at the Heart of the Economic Recovery Plan of the EU
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The global financial and economic crisis has incited national governments all over the globe to take action to mitigate the immediate, negative effects of the crisis on society.  In this context, the solidarity enjoyed by euro-zone countries has been much envied by those not in the euro.  Also it has turned out to be a crisis that has galvanised the EU into concerted and coordinated action that culminated in the adoption, by the European Commission, of its Economic Recovery Plan on the 26th November, which was endorsed by EU leaders at the Summit in Brussels on the 11th and 12th December.  For the construction sector, it is a very significant document as it recognises the central role that a healthy, vibrant and well supported construction industry can play in assisting the EU to recover from the effects of the financial downturn.  In particular, it calls for “investment in clean technologies to boost sectors like construction and automobiles in the low-carbon markets of the future”; it states that “The key to maximising benefits and minimising costs is to target opportunities to boost energy efficiency, for example, of buildings, lighting, cooling and heating”; it also highlights the potential of partnerships saying that the “European energy-efficient buildings” initiative (a reference to the work of the European Construction Technology Platform and its proposal to form a Joint Technology Initiative on Energy Efficient Buildings in which the ACE-CAE has been closely involved) is one of three initiatives that can significantly contribute to the economic recovery.
At this time of heightened political awareness of the importance of the construction sector, there are significant challenges and opportunities for the architectural profession to make a real and lasting contribution to our future and to the quality of the works that will result from these measures.  To download the text of the Economic Recovery Plan, go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/president/pdf/Comm_20081126.pdf 

 

[image: image2.jpg]


 ACE-CAE Matters


Estonian Centre of Architecture Founded 

The Union of Estonian Architects (UEA), an active Member of the ACE-CAE, has played an instrumental part in the establishment of the Estonian Centre of Architecture, which was formally opened in October 2008.  The objective of the Centre is to promote Estonian architecture and urban construction in order to raise awareness about architecture and to collect, exchange and mediate architectural data at home and abroad.  The new Board of the Estonian Architecture Centre counts among its members a number of architects that are active in the network of the ACE-CAE including Inga Raukaas and Jüri Soolep.  More information can be requested by writing to: info@arhliit.ee 

Kamra tal-Periti wins Prestigous Award for Publication on Urban Challenge 

The Maltese Member Organisation of the ACE-CAE, the Kamra tal-Periti (KTP) recently won two prestigious awards for its publication “The Urban Challenge”.  The Din I-Art Helwa Built Heritage Journalism Award Prix d’Honneur and the Din I-Art Helwa Built and Natural Heritage Journalism Silver Medal were received by the KTP on November 2008.  “The Urban Challenge” presents the vision of the KTP for a more sustainable development of the built and rural environment in Malta and endorses the need for quality in design as an essential tool for economic and social development in Malta.  Further information on this event can be found at:
www.ktpmalta.com/ 

Changes in the Member Organisations of the ACE-CAE 

Since the last edition of ACE Info, the Secretariat has received the following notifications about changes in the representation of its Member Organisations as follows:

Changes in the Executive Board of SADAS-PEA (Greece) 

The Greek Association of Architects (SADAS-PEA) has recently held elections that have resulted in changes to the its Executive Board.  The new President of the SADAS-PEA is Mr. Evangelos Lyroudias and its new Secretary General is Ms. Maria Kourbana.  The full list of new members of the Executive Board of the SADAS-PEA is available on request from the Secretariat of the ACE-CAE.

New President of the CIAF (France)

The CIAF is a liaison committee that was set up some years ago between the various representative bodies of the architectural profession in France and its function is to coordinate the international activities of those organisations.  The three French Member Organisations of the ACE-CAE (the CNOA, the SA and the UNSFA) are all members of the CIAF.  Its new President, Jean-Paul Scalabre, is well known to the ACE-CAE as he is currently a member of its Executive Board and he has served many years as the Chairman of the Work Group on Education.  He is also the Vice-President of the SA.  He succeeds Albert Dubler in the post following his election as UIA Vice-President for Region I of that organisation.

New President at the CNOA(B)

One of the two Belgian Member Organisations of the ACE-CAE, the CNOA, has just elected its new President and Board.  The CNOA has a structure that reflects the linguistic structures in Belgium and hence it has several “branches”.  The key figures elected are:
Michel De Keyser – President of the National Order and of the Francophone Branch
Jan Van Breedam – Substitute President and President of the Flemish-speaking Branch
Philip Adam – Secretary of the National Order and of the Flemish-speaking Branch
Vincent Dehon – Deputy Secretary of the National Order and Secretary of the Francophone Branch

The ACE-CAE wishes all newly elected or appointed office holders in our Member Organisations every success in their new roles and looks forward to working closely with each and every one. 

The General Assembly of the ACE-CAE

The Second General Assembly of the ACE-CAE took place in Brussels on the 21st and 22nd November last.  A number of significant matters were discussed and debated at the General Assembly including the following:
A first, orientation debate, took place on the subject of defining work priorities for the coming period that was centred around a draft document that will, when finalised, be addressed to the new Members of the European Parliament and the new European Commission at the end of 2009.
A Special Session (referred to elsewhere in this issue), on the subject of defining indicators for the quality of the built environment took place at which a number of invited presented their views on the topic.  The presentations made during the Special Session can be accessed at:
www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/min/gas/pv211108.html 
The first, draft, results of the Sector Study, a Europe-wide study of the architectural profession focussing on its structure and economic aspects, were presented by Mirza & Nacey, the consultants who ran the Study.  The final report of the Study will be completed and made available to Member Organisations of the ACE-CAE before the end of 2008 and it is hoped that they will be published for a wider audience in the first quarter of 2009.
Finally, the General Assembly approved the composition of the Executive Board for 2009.  It is recalled that 6 members are elected every two years and, on alternate years, 5 members are nominated by Member Organisations.  In this way the composition of the Executive Board changes every year, but continuity is assured.  The roles of each member of the Board, apart from the President and Vice-President will be decided and/or confirmed at the first Executive Board meeting in 2009.  The composition of the Board for 2009 will be:
Juhani Katainen (FI), President
Jordi Querol (ES), Vice-President
Vincent Cassar (MT)
John Wright (UK)
Jean-Paul Scalabre (FR)
Olgierd Dziekonski (PL)
Dalibor Borak (CZ)
Serban Tiganas (RO)
Eva Tetenyi (HU)
Christian Lerche (DK)
Jos Leyssens (BE)

The ACE-CAE at External Events

The ACE-CAE is frequently represented by its President, Members of its Executive Board, Chairmen of Work Groups and/or the Secretariat at external events and conferences.  These activities often go unnoticed, but are very important to the pursuit of the policies of the ACE-CAE.  Since the last report in ACE Info, the following events were particularly relevant to the dissemination of ACE-CAE Policy:

European Forum of Architectural Policies (EFAP) - Bordeaux

As part of the Official programme of the French Presidency of the EU, a meeting of the EFAP on the topic of architecture and sustainable development took place in Bordeaux, France on the 9th and 10th October last.  The ACE-CAE was represented by its Secretary General, Alain Sagne at the event and a high number of delegates from Member Organisations of the ACE-CAE also attended.  A number of important matters were decided during the two-day event including the adoption of the Bordeaux Manifesto for European Cities, fine-tuning of contributions to the Council Conclusions on the Contribution of architecture to Sustainable Development (see above) and the election of a new Board to the supporting association of the EFAP.  Of note is that Konstantin Kleffel, Head of the German Architects Delegation to the ACE-CAE was re-elected as Treasurer and Alain Sagne was elected as Vice-President of the association.  Finally the Bordeaux event served to ensure that the political pertinence of the work to date of the EFAP was strengthened and the principle of an official Presidency event every six months further reinforced.
The Manifesto (French/English) can be downloaded at: 
http://www.efap-fepa.eu/indexb.php?section=3&s_sect=1&lg=fr&id=55&order=&begin= 

The 13th Asian Conference of Architects – Busan, South Korea
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The President of the ACE-CAE, at the invitation of the Korean Institute of Registered Architects (KIRA) led a delegation to the 13th Asian Conference of Architects for the period 29th October to 3rd November 2008.  The delegation consisted of the President, Juhani Katainen, the rapporteur of the ACE-CAE on Trade in Services, Ian Pritchard (UK) and the Secretary General, Alain Sagne.  This event provided a valuable opportunity to enhance links with Asian colleagues and organisations and, more particularly, provided an opportunity for the ACE-CAE to initiate formal discussions with the KIRA on the subject of how to progress the negotiation of a profession-to-profession Mutual Recognition Agreement on architectural services following first contacts that took place back in July 2008 on the fringes of the UIA Congress in Turin.  It was decided to establish a Joint Working Party with representatives from the two Organisations for this purpose and the first meeting of this group is scheduled at the very beginning of 2009 in Brussels. The aim of the negotiations will be to ensure that an agreement on architectural services will be annexed to any EU-Korea Free Trade Agreement that emerges from ongoing discussions.  

Heads of Turkish Schools of Architecture Conference - Istanbul 

The Senior Adviser of the ACE-CAE, Adrian Joyce attended the Second Conference in 2008 of the Heads of Turkish Schools of Architecture that was held in Istanbul on the 6th November.  This event took stock of the current state of play in relation to architectural education in Turkey and Adrian Joyce presented an overview of the European Legislative framework as it affects architectural education.  He used the opportunity to encourage the Schools of Architecture in Turkey to capitalise on the negotiations for accession to the EU in order to ensure that the standards of education and training for architecture in Turkey will meet EU standards well before accession.  It was also an opportunity to meet with key members of the Chamber of Architects of Turkey, the Turkish Member Organisation of the ACE-CAE and to review its involvement in the Work Groups of the ACE-CAE.

Ministerial Meeting on Urban Development - Marseilles
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The Secretary General, Alain Sagne, attended the Informal Ministerial in Marseilles of Ministers responsible for Urban Development of all EU Member States, as well as from Accession and Guest Countries that was held on 25th November as part of a tree-day meeting organised by the French Presidency (Ministerials on Housing and on the Territorial Agenda were held on 24th and 26th November respectively). Also noteworthy is the fact that Olgierd Dziekonski, Member of the Executive Board of the ACE, was representing Poland in his capacity as Under Secretary of State at the Polish Ministry of Infrastructure. This was a significant event at which a Declaration was adopted (see above) that also helps to further raise the political significance attached to architecture and architectural quality.  The fact that the Declaration contains an annexe in which work on a “reference framework” for the implementation of the Leipzig Charter on Sustainable European Cities is being launched provides a solid platform for real progress to be made on issues that are of high priority to the ACE-CAE.  The event also served to consolidate a number of high-level contacts with decision makers from governments and other networks on which the ACE-CAE can rely for future collaboration.  

Issues of Current Architectural Practice in Bulgaria - Sofia

The Senior Adviser, Adrian Joyce, attended this event that was organised by the Chamber of Architects of Bulgaria in order to initiate a debate among the key actors in the construction sector in Bulgaria.  The need for the event arose out of recent changes to the laws in Bulgaria that are having an impact on how the architectural and engineering professions are represented and regulated.  Adrian Joyce made a presentation on the legislative framework of the EU and on the need for compliance with its provisions with a special emphasis on the Directive on the Recognition of Professional Qualifications.  This event served to inform the Bulgarian audience of the way in which the EU regulates the various professions and on the manner in which EU law is adopted – always with the unanimous support of each and every Member State, who must then ensure that the EU laws are implemented in their territories.

Cities Forum – Montpelier – 2nd and 3rd December

The Secretary General, Alain Sagne, attended the Cities Forum in the City of Montpellier in the south of France on the follow-up to the Leipzig Charter, which was an event organised under the French Presidency of the EU, which also served the purpose of deepening the topics discussed during the Ministerial in Marseilles with representatives from cities and local authorities and other stakeholders.  Of particular interest to the ACE-CAE was a workshop on the question of indicators for the quality of the urban environment, a subject on which it had held a Special Session at its own General Assembly in November, specially from the point of view of the quality of the built environment.  The event confirmed the need to go beyond mere statistical elements to also address the “soft facts” and it showed that there is increasingly an interest at high level in this topic and that there is a strong need for the architectural profession to lead in the definition of any system or holistic approach that will seek to “measure” quality in the built environment, whether buildings or public spaces.  It is believed that the existence of such tools, if properly formulated and used, could lead to a noticeable increase in the quality of procurement procedures and the resulting buildings all across the EU, as well as in relation to the use of the Structural Funds and EU Cohesion Policy when it comes to renovating and enhancing the physical environment.  The event also served to further develop contacts with city administrations, an increasingly influential group for the implementation of urban and other policies.

ACE Events and Meetings in January and February 2009:

Executive Board Meeting – Brussels – 23rd and 24th January
Work Group Services in the Internal Market (SIM), Ad-Hoc Meeting on Competitiveness Issues – Madrid – 28th January
Workshop on Architecture and Quality of Life – St. Julians, Malta – 30th and 31st January
General Coordination Meeting – Brussels – 20th February
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 Other Matters


Agreement Reached on Directive on Renewable Energy 

After intense and lengthy negotiations, the Council and European Parliament agreed, on the 9th December last, on the provisions of a far-reaching Directive on the use of Renewable Energy.  The Directive requires that the EU as a whole will be producing at least 20% of all its energy needs from renewables by 2020.  The individual Member State targets that are calculated on the basis of each country’s per capita gross domestic product (GDP) caused some upset in several EU countries who questioned the methodology used.  However, these objections were overcome partly through the use of flexible mechanisms like cross-border renewables projects whereby, for example, a Dutch offshore wind farm could be partly financed by Belgium and Luxembourg in exchange for credits towards these countries targets.
The Directive (which has passed through the co-decision process in record time) was finally adopted in Plenary session of the European Parliament on 17th December 2008, paving the way for a quick implementation.  To read the text of the Proposal for the Directive (as the consolidated, final text is not yet available), go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/climate_actions/doc/2008_res_directive_en.pdf 
Source: Euractiv.com 

Mayors of Major Cities Adopt Declaration on Climate Change 

The Mayors of 135 large cities that belong to the EUROCITIES network pledged, on the 27th October last in Lyons, France, to take action to combat climate change.  The Declaration acknowledges that “fighting global warming demands the orchestration and harmonisation of public policies at the local level”.  The Mayors also undertook to set up a strategy to combat climate change with concrete actions within a climate plan implemented for each territory.  Among the actions envisaged are the following: limiting urban sprawl to encourage dense, space and energy saving towns; create new “eco-quarters” emblematic of social and cultural mix, economic diversity and better environmental innovation; build only energy efficient buildings; subsidise the rehabilitation of existing buildings; increase the amount of planting in towns and cities; develop environmentally friendly modes of transport.  This initiative is indicative of the increasingly important role that cities and regions will play in the fight against climate change and of their importance in the implementation of policy.  To read the full Declaration go to:
http://www.euractiv.com/28/images/EUROCITIES_ClimateChangeDeclarationEN_271008%20(2)_tcm28-176712.pdf 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9771

Urban Audit 2008 – Quality of Life is Main Priority 

57 % of the European population, or 257 million citizens, live in cities and urban areas of more than 50,000 inhabitants.  To understand the concerns of these citizens, the European Commission and Eurostat have carried out an urban audit across the EU, Norway, Switzerland, Croatia and Turkey.  This audit covered 362 cities, 41 of which are locate outside the EU27.  When the Urban Audit 2008 was presented by the Regional Policy Commissioner, Danuta Hübner in September, she announced that the Commission will, from 2009, conduct annual audits and will work with experts from the cities, representatives of major companies and with administrations in order to “design better cities for the Europe of Tomorrow”.  The audit is based on about 420,000 individual pieces of statistical information on topics such as demography, social/employment, economy, involvement of citizens, education/youth, transport/tourism, information society, culture and environment.  The results reveal that the main concern of citizens is to have and enjoy a high quality of life – a matter that is at the core of the policies of the ACE-CAE.  To read more, go to:
www.urbanaudit.org 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9746
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 Publications


Hemp Lime Construction – A guide to building with hemp lime composites 

The HIS BRE Press has recently published this practical and informative guide to a resurgent lightweight material that can be used for the construction of walls, insulation of roofs and floors and as infill to timber-framed buildings.  It is a product that has very high environmental performance characteristics and promises to become more widely used as clients and architects become more concerned about the impact of our construction activities on the planet.  It can be purchased online at:
www.brepress.com/hemp-lime-construction-18011-0.html 
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 Call for Papers


The ACE frequently receives notifications of “Calls for Papers” for conferences and seminars worldwide.  You may have written a thesis or doctorate paper that you would like to present or you may have an idea that you wish develop and to share with a wider audience – here is your chance:

Revitalising Built Environments: Re-qualifying old places for new uses

A call for abstracts on the theme of this event, which will be held in Istanbul in October 2009, is currently open with a deadline for submissions of the 9th January 2009.  To find out more about the event and the topics on which abstracts can be submitted, go to:
www.culturespace2009.org 

EUROINFRA 2009 – Current state and challenges for sustainable development of European infrastructure

An international conference, organised by ECCE (the European Council of Civil Engineers) is scheduled to take place in Helsinki on the 14th and 15th October 2009.  The organisers have issued a call for papers on the topics of the event, namely State and Condition Management of Infrastructure and Low Energy Building Concepts.  The deadline for the submission of abstracts is the 31st January 2009 and full details can be found at:
www.ril.fi/web/files/ecce_euroinfra_cfp_final_2.pdf 
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 Events


Exhibition on Sustainable Architecture

The European Economic and Social Committee is organising, in conjunction with the Cité de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine in Paris, the GAUDI programme and the Global Award for Sustainable Architecture and in cooperation with the Centre International pour la Ville, l’Architecture et le Paysage (CIVA) an exhibition that will showcase the top ten global award winners from 2007 and 2008 along with the work of teams of young architects selected for the sustainable architecture competition organised by GAUDI.  The exhibition will take place at the EESC (European Economic and Social Committee) Building in Brussels and will run from 20th January (official opening) to 13th March 2009.  The exhibition is currently touring internationally and will culminate in the exhibition in the EESC Building.

CEP – Clean Energy Power

This event is an international trade fair that will take place in Stuttgart, Germany from the 29th to the 31st January 2009.  In conjunction with the trade fair there are four conferences planned on the topics of Passive Housing, Biomass Gasification, Solar and Renewable Cooling and a Public Workshop on a Guide to Gasification (a European Project).  Full details on all events can be found at:
www.cep-expo.de/index.php?id=7&L=1 

High-Rise Buildings 2009

To be held in London, UK on the 12th and 13th February 2009, this conference will investigate the current market conditions in the construction sector and will look at the trends that are pushing tall buildings towards being “green”.  Full details on the event can be found at:
www.marcusevans.com/html/eventdetail.asp?eventID=13110 

8th ManagEnergy Annual Conference

To be held in Brussels, Belgium during the EU Sustainable Energy Week, this Conference will run from the 9th to the 12th February 2009.  Among the topics to be addressed are new financing models for local energy actors, promotion of energy efficient actions at local level, the new ManagEnergy programme and an awards ceremony to honour good practice.  Full details are available at:
www.managenergy.net/conference/2009.html 

EcoProcura 2009 

To be held in Reykjavik, Iceland from the 25th to the 27th March 2009, this conference on the theme of being climate neutral through procurement is being organised by ICLEI, the sustainable cities network.  It will present how sustainable procurement will support climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies without compromising social and economic well-being.  Full details can be found at:
www.iclei.org/ecoprocura2009 

Listing of events relating to Urban Issues

The European Urban Knowledge Network (EUKN) maintains a very good listing of events that relate to urban issues on its website, many of which are interest to architects.  It can be accessed at:
http://www.eukn.org/eukn/meetings/index.html 
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 Competitions 



China – Qingpu New City West Region – Conceptual Urban Design

A conceptual urban design competition to propose ways in which this waterfront community can cope with rapid development.  Registration is open until the 31st January 2009, which is also the deadline for submissions.  Further details and all necessary information on how to enter the competition can be accessed at the following address:
www.qpfuture.com 
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 Practical Information


Selection of Useful and interesting links:
European Commission homepage
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm 

Search page for Commission documents
http://europa.eu/documents/comm/index_en.htm 

The Barroso Commission:
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/index_en.htm 

The European Parliament Homepage:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu 

Website of the Czech Presidency (Jan09 to Jun09)
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/ 

Website of the French Presidency (Jul08 to Dec08)
http://ue2008.fr 

European Forum for Architectural Policies
http://www.efap-fepa.eu/ 

URBACT Hous-Es Network website:
http://urbact.eu/projects/hous-es.html 

Sustainable building website
www.sustainablebuilding.info
Collegi d’Arquitectes de Catalunya (COAC) international relations database:
http://www.coac.net/international/ 

Consiglio Nazionale degli Architetti, Pianificatori, Paesaggisti e Conservatori (CNAPPC) database - ArchiEuro:
http://www.archieuro.archiworld.it
Website of the European Construction Technology Platform:
http://www.ectp.org
Website of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPED) Platform:
http://www.buildingsplatform.org 

ArchiEuropa website – comparative information on practice of architecture:
http://www.arvha.net/selectionlang.php?s=AXMIG1FZFB 

Archi-Student website – a wealth of information on schools and students of architecture in Europe:
www.archi-students.org 

Link to the Newsletter of the International Union of Architects (UIA):
http://www.uia-architectes.org/texte/england/Menu-2/4-lettre.html 

Website of the UIA Practice Commission – contains useful information on the work of the global architectural association, UIA, on practice related issues:
www.aia.org/about_uia 

Passive and Downdraught Cooling in Buildings – The website of an EU-funded project that shows the way towards a pragmatic alternative to conventional air conditioning in buildings:
www.phdc.eu 

Database of Digital Architecture – A new, subscription based website that contains several sections including one that provides images of the works of the great masters of architect and videos of talks by famous architects has been set up.  For full information go to:
www.pidgeondigital.com 

Interactive Database for Architects – Launched in March 2008, this site provides an opportunity for all architectural practices to become globally recognised.  Check it out at:
www.worldarchitecture.org 

ACE Website:
www.ace-cae.eu 
Useful tip:
In the website addresses given in ACE Info for the documents of the EU, you will frequently see the following near the end of the address: “_en”.  These two letters define the language of the document (English in the case of “en”) and you can usually change these two letters in order to bring you to a different language version as follows:

	French _fr
Italian _it
Portuguese _pt
Estonian _et 
Hungarian _hu 
Romanian _ro
	German _de
Spanish _es
Finnish _fi 
Latvian _lv
Slovene _sl 
	Danish _da
Greek _el 
Czech _cs
Lithuanian _lt 
Slovak _sk 
	Swedish _sv
Dutch _nl
Maltese _mt
Polish _pl
Bulgarian _bg


 

The editorial board for the compilation of ACE Info is:

The ACE President:                                          Juhani Katainen
The ACE Vice-President                                   Jordi Querol
The Secretary General of the ACE:                    Alain Sagne
Senior Adviser to the ACE:                               Adrian Joyce

ACE Info is issued on a regular basis, with about six editions per year.  You are free to circulate the document as widely as you wish, to translate its contents for use in your publications and to refer to the information it contains once you credit the ACE as the origin.

If you wish to receive ACE Info regularly and you are not on the mailing list, you can register online at: http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/sub/sub/subscribe.asp 

If you have information that you wish to have included in the next edition then e-mail it (in English or French please) to adrian.joyce@ace-cae.org.  The deadline for submissions is the first Friday of each month.

End 
